CAPE ST. CLAIRE IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION

QUARTERLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING

APRIL 25, 2006

The April 2006 Quarterly Membership meeting was convened on April 25, 2006 at 

7:30 P.M. in the Cape St. Claire Clubhouse.

Vice President Josephine Gardner called the meeting to order.  Present were Governors Campbell, Gallagher, Gardner, Hotchkiss, Lamb, Madden, Newman and Puglisi.  

President’s Remarks:  Vice President Josephine Gardner
· Reported there are guest speakers, but that a review and approval of the Minutes and the Financials would first take place.

· Stated that some contentious issues might be discussed during the meeting.  She urged all in attendance to use courtesy when discussing these issues.

· Stated that LT Goodwin of the Eastern District, Police Department would be addressing the membership. 

· Stated that County Council Representative Cathleen Vitale would also be addressing the membership.

Secretary’s Report/Approval of Minutes:  

Mr. Allan Rossman made a motion to approve the January 28, 2006 Annual Membership Meeting Minutes.  Mr. Wayne Jordan seconded the motion and it was unanimously passed.

Treasurer’s Report/Approval of Financials:  

Governor Puglisi, the Treasurer, presented the December 31, 2005 Financials.  He stated that he continues to work with the CSCIA accountant to reset some line item amounts in the current budget.  Discussion followed, and because some line item imbalances remained, Governor Madden made a motion to table these Financials until the next Quarterly Membership meeting in order to allow the accountant an opportunity to bring all line items into balance.  The motion was seconded and it was unanimously passed.

Lieutenant Goodwin, Eastern District, Police Department:

LT Goodwin introduced: Sergeant Witlow, who runs the Eastern District detectives; Officer Jim Myers, who worked in the Cape for many years; and Officers Morgan and Snyder, who patrolled the Cape.  LT Goodwin briefly explained that statistical data is created to help the police monitor community activities and that communities can get copies of this data.  He further stated that Cape statistics from January 1, 2006 to April 24, 2006 were very good - with the Cape only having one or two problems areas, or people in general are not reporting problems to the police.  LT Goodwin opened up discussion to the floor:

· Governor Madden noted that the Cape has 2,400 households, and a few of these households have chronic police issues.  County mediation has been use, but the process takes a long time.

· Wayne Jordan commented that he has reported noise issues to the CSCIA BOG, County Zoning and County police.  Police stated that Zoning is responsible, and Zoning stated that the police are responsible.  

· Police need to be present to hear and measure loud noise but do not have a noise meter.  Governor Madden discussed a possible purchase of a noise meter from the Maintenance Fund to provide to the police.  Concerns on purchasing a noise meter were raised:  standards need to be met such as State specifications, repeat calibration and inspection.

· Steve Derby stated that in addition to meeting standards, the County needed to do more studies. The Cape can purchase a noise meter after the County completes its studies, if still needed.

· The May 1st County budget may also assist with the purchase of a noise/decibel reader.

· A member asked the police about cars speeding in the area of Swan Drive and Cape St. Claire Road.  The response was to call the violation in by dialing 911.

County Council Representative, Cathleen Vitale:
Ms. Vitale addressed the membership and started by stating there are many ongoing issues.  She discussed some of these issues and opened up comment to the floor.

· May 1st starts the budget process.  County Executive Janet Owens presents the operating and capital budget to the County Council at 11 AM on that day.  This will be followed by two public hearings for budget input on May 8th and May 10th.  The budget process should be completed by May 30th or 31st.

· The County Council passed legislation to correct a zoning error that the County had made at the Deep Creek marina area.  Two years ago a 70-foot stretch of land zoned for marina use was erroneously not indicated as such do to a “magic marker” error.  Ms. Vitale reported that this type of correction normally takes 10 years to correct, but the County Council corrected it in just two years.  The Cape will get to build its additional piers.  

· County is close to hiring a new Superintendent of Schools.

· Collection of property recordation fees is still high.  We are financially fine and so not anticipate taxes.  Public Works projects due exist with $24M in school construction, fixing and refurbishing.

· Anne Arundel County is looking to expand its current noise ordinance to curfew noise levels from 11:00 PM to 7:00AM.  Anne Arundel County can expand and enforce its own laws.  The State enacted a portion of noise law, which covered part of what the County wanted to do.  County pulled the bill as a result and is looking for enforcement areas not covered by the State.  They have until June 2006 to reintroduce the Noise Issue bill, and will offer the Cape an opportunity to review the content before then.

· Police have a new Commander, Ms. Pam Davis.

· Question asked about getting a streetlight.  Governor Lamb recommended the request be put in writing with justifications (crime and accidents in the area) and sent to the County for action.  Resident stated they would send a letter and provide a copy to Ms. Vitale’s office. 

· Ms. Amy Juras commented that there seems to be a gap between laws, covenants, and enforcement.  Ms. Vitale responded that the County enforces their laws (i.e. 7-foot side and 7-foot backyard setbacks), while the Cape enforces their covenants (10-feet side and backyard setbacks).  The County approves the permit request if within their law, but requests are still subject to CSCIA covenants.

· Vice President Gardner stated that the CSCIA provided the County with input to the Cape St. Claire Road Improvement project when requested.  Since then changes have been made and budgets increased.  Also, that part of Cape St. Claire Road is in a critical area.

· Ms. Gail Smith, the Community Services Specialist, in the County Executive’s Office reported that:  Medicare Part D information assistance is available; FY 2007 Budget presentation being made on May 1st; a May 16th Town Hall meeting is scheduled in South County to address hate crimes and literature; and that the hurricane season is quickly approaching and we should not rely on first responders.  A brochure is available titled “Are You Ready.”

BREAK  - 9:00 PM     Reconvened meeting at 9:15 PM:

OLD BUSINESS:  

Ms. Amy Juras asked about Zoning and covenants violation status on the property at 1190 Southview Drive.  Governor Puglisi reported that the County continues to pursue through their Legal Office and the CSCIA is pursuing through our legal representative.

Vice President Gardner commented about illegal apartments in Cape St. Claire.  Enforcement is being made through our legal representative.  Violations should be reported to the BOG.

NEW BUSINESS:
Governor Madden reported that two contractors looked at the failing bulkheads that support land and boat slips at the Deep Creek area.  They reported it would take thousands of dollars to reconstruct.  Planning efforts need to start.

Asked about an electric message board, Governor Madden said he would bring it to the BOG again.

Adjournment:

Governor Madden made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was seconded and it was unanimously passed.  The April 25, 2006 Quarterly Membership Meeting was adjourned at 9:30 PM. 
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