CAPE ST. CLAIRE IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION

Quarterly Membership Meeting

April 27, 2004

The April 2004 Quarterly Membership meeting was convened on April 27, 2004 at    8:15 P.M. in the Cape St. Claire Clubhouse.

President Craig Madden Gardner called the meeting to order.  Governors Barnhart, Calvert, Daly, Gallagher, Gardner, Hotchkiss, Juras, Madden, Miller, Puglisi and Wolin were present.  Budget Committee member Biondi was also present.

President’s Remarks:
Prior to calling the Quarterly Membership Meeting to order, President Madden held informal discussions with the membership.  He provided the membership with an opportunity to informally raise and briefly discuss various questions and issues.  He also reminded the membership to formally present to the BOG, any issues needing further discussion when the Quarterly Meeting is convened.  For the benefit of new members attending the Quarterly Membership meeting, President Madden advised them that the Board of Governors answers to the membership.

Secretary’s Report/Approval of Minutes:

Governor Barnhart made a motion that the January 24, 2004 Annual Membership Meeting Minutes be approved.  Governor Wolin seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

Treasurer’s Report/Approval of Financials:

The Treasurer, Dan Wolin, briefed the membership on the December 31, 2003 Financials.  Doug Norton made a motion that the Financials be approved.  Keith Ebersole seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

OLD BUSINESS:
The Roads Committee Chair, Governor Gardner, reported that after much effort and prodding that Mr. John Hammond from the Anne Arundel County (AAC) Budget Office provided her with feedback on the AAC piggyback tax (SCBD rolls).  She stated that the County receives a total of $3,525,000 in just piggyback taxes from Cape St. Claire.

Lou Biondi asked what the County does with that money, and, can we determine if we got our money’s worth?

Governor Daly stated that we should look at capital projects for the last 20 years.  

Governor Gardner stated that in reference to the condition of our roads, we are not getting the best maintenance.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Security Chair:  Mike Juras

Governor Juras said he would try to get evening police patrols at the mulch pile and Cape Cleanup areas during the scheduled Cape Cleanup period.

Piers Chair: Gene Barnhart

Governor Barnhart reported that:

· It was an expensive year for the Piers Committee due to Hurricane Isabel.

· The bubbler system required extensive repairs.

· A new water conditioner was needed.

· In general, required expenditures were higher than normal for the piers.

Caper Chair:  Dan Wolin

Governor Wolin acknowledged that there were some recent quality problems with the Caper.  Corrective steps were being taken.

Website Chair:  Sam Gallagher

Governor Gallagher asked the membership if they would be willing to pay their annual maintenance fee online?  Most of the membership responded with a “yes.”

Beaches and Parks Chair:  President Craig Madden

President Madden stated that two years ago we held a successful Candidate’s Night, and that we will hold another one on October 9, 2004.  He also stated “this is the year for judges.”

Roads Chair:  Josephine Gardner

She reported that the Cape St. Claire Road Improvement Project had become mired.  The County reported needing more money and more property, and was beset with meeting EPA standards.  There are also storm water drainage concerns.  Governor Gardner said the project might start in 2006.

Mosquito Spray Program Chair:  Josephine Gardner

Governor reported that the CSCIA asked the County to provide mosquito spraying for the Cape, as the majority of residents want to be part of the spray program.  She also stated that instructions would be published in the June Caper for residents not wanting to be part of the spray program.  

Clubhouse Chair:  Linda Miller 

Governor Miller advised the membership that a floor scrubber was purchased in order to maintain the floors “in house.”  She also reported that the interior of the Clubhouse was freshly painted.

Covenants Chair:  Matt Puglisi

Governor Puglisi stated that he meet with Anne Arundel County inspectors on April 26th to discuss the County zoning violation reporting process.  The County Zoning Violation complaint form was being put online in the Cape website:  www.cscia.org
Membership Chair:  Cam Calvert

Governor Calvert advised the membership that the Cape Cleanup was scheduled for June 22nd, 23rd and 24th, which are weekdays.  He reported that he could not get the County to provide us with a weekend cleanup.  A notice would be placed in the June Caper about the Cape Cleanup.

NEW BUSINESS:
Amy Juras stated that two years ago a project was started near her residence of which she was unaware…a storm drain project.  The Little Magothy River Association spoke to the County about silt flowing into the Little Magothy River.  Mrs. Juras stated that it is key to notify the soil conservation “people’ to report silting problems.

Remarks from the Floor:
In reference to riparian right questions, Amy Juras asked if CSCIA research is underway?  President Madden responded that the CSCIA is responding to individual requests for clarification from residents living on Little Magothy View and River Bay Road.  Letters are sent to these individuals stating the CSCIA claims, or does not claim, the riparian rights.  

President Madden stressed that he wanted one thing to be very clear…the CSCIA cannot tell someone if they own riparian rights, as we are not attorneys.  But, the CSCIA can state that the CSCIA claims or does not claim riparian rights.

A member made a motion that, “We close the object known as the mulch pile.”  Another member seconded the motion and discussion followed.  The discussion included the possibilities of having much stricter access or having the area fenced and open on weekends.

Governor Daly recommended the original motion be amended to include, “And turn that property into a park-like state and extend the fence.”   The membership voted on the amended motion that, “We close the object known as the mulch pile and turn that property into a park-like state and extend the fence.”   The motion was unanimously passed.

Adjournment:

Governor Hotchkiss made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Amy Juras seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.  The April 27, 2004 Quarterly Membership Meeting was adjourned at 9:00 PM.
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